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country. Given the advancement of communication technology (Brekke, 2008; Hamel, 2009; Dekker & Engbersen, 2012) and the rise of transnational organized crimes such as migrant smuggling that facilitate international migration (Hassan & Md. Nannu, 2014; Andika, 2018) -it is inadequate to apply a single theoretical approach in studying refugees' onward movement. For example, it is insufficient to apply a network-based approach to understand and/or explain the reasons in which some Rohingya refugees had decided to move onward from Bangladesh to Malaysia. This is because their decision to migrate may be influenced by the presence of smuggling network who continuously offers their onward movement, rather than being merely influenced by the existence of a diaspora or network in Malaysia. In addition, with the rapid expansion of globalization for the past few decades, current trend of international migration is becoming multifaceted and complex (Kurekova, 2011) . The multifaceted nature of the migration phenomenon hence requires analytical and methodological tools from more than one disciplines (Massey et al., 1993; Mansoor & Bryce, 2006; Collinson, 2009 ).
There is a rising utility of the concept of transnationalism in researching international migration that seeks to explore and describe a new reality in the trend of migration and integration into host societies (Dunn, 2005; Kurekova, 2011) . In addition, Dunn (2005) argues that transnationalism has been referred in many existing studies in a variety of domains such as activities of transnationalism; a set of complex relations; social field and context; and subjectivity. For instance, Vertovec (1999) As of November 2017, a total of 65, 250 Rohingyas have been registered as refugees by UNHCR, Malaysia. This does not include an unknown number of other Rohingya asylum seekers, who have not registered as refugees during this period. As a non-State party to the populations regardless of their refugee status -are considered "undocumented migrants", and liable to a fine amount of not exceeding RM10,000 (approximately US$ 2,500) and/or maximum of five years of imprisonment, and up to six strokes of the cane.
Onward Movement
Onward movement is literally defined as moving from one place to another or a place forward.
Most refugees and asylum seekers, be it in the European, African, or Asian regions, have a typical migration trajectory by which they flee from their country of origin, transiting at the first asylum country before continuing their journey to the next asylum country or toward their preferred destination country. While some refugees and asylum seekers are compelled to stay at the first asylum country, others opt to move onward voluntarily for a variety of reasons. This journey may be part of their wider migratory movement in search of international protection, often in an irregular manner (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR], 2015) . While the term onward movement has been widely used when writing or debating about issues of refugee movement, it has neither legal reference nor has it been explicitly stipulated in the 1951 Refugee Convention and other international refugee laws and instruments (Garlick, 2016 ).
Many factors have prompted refugees and asylum seekers to move onward from the first asylum country to other countries. These include the unavailability or insufficient protection, limited access to humanitarian assistance, and the lack of long-term solutions (Garlick, 2016) . Some refugees perceive that the risk in moving onward is lesser than remaining at the first asylum country. However, as pointed out by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR] (2015), onward movement by irregular means can also expose refugees and asylum seekers to a variety of risks including violence, exploitation, and violations of their rights. The UNHCR also points out that the fact that asylum seekers would usually apply for refugee status upon arriving at the first transit country and will do the same when arriving at the next transit country -it may cause inefficiency, administrative duplication and delays in humanitarian responses.
Transnationalism
There has been a dramatic increase in global population movement for the past few decades. Bangladesh require more than regular health screening and immunization to prevent outbreaks of infectious diseases. Rohingyas also require continuous mental health treatment and psychosocial support. However, according to some key informants, many medical relief agencies in refugee camps only provided basic health screening including basic immunization for the sake of preventing outbreaks of many infectious diseases (Focus group discussion with Rohingya community leaders and activists, 28 July 2016).
Pull Factors
Despite the fact that the perception of Rohingyas settling in Malaysia was not necessarily correct, many Rohingya respondents still maintained a positive perception and high hopes to migrate to Malaysia for various reasons. This sub-section is an attempt to understand the narratives behind their perception to migrate-out from Bangladesh, and the realities they face in Malaysia.
The vast majority of Rohingya respondents (81%) reported that Malaysia had plenty of jobs and income-generating opportunities compared to other countries such as Thailand and Indonesia (refer to Table 2 ). Although Rohingyas are not legally permitted to enter the formal job market and operate their own business in Malaysia (Andika, 2017), the reality is that they are still employed, and ran their own small-sized businesses in many informal economic sectors such as trading, food service, and recycling.
However, some key informants expressed regret, and acknowledged the difficulty in finding a job in Malaysia. For instance, a Rohingya activist during in-depth interview session narrated the following: Secondly, more than half of the Rohingya respondents (72%) reported that Malaysia was seen as a progressive Islamic country. This had attracted them to migrate to Malaysia. This factor, when coupled with job prospect and income generating opportunity, made a huge difference in deciding to move to Malaysia as compared to migrating to Indonesia or Thailand.
In addition to being perceived as a progressive Islamic nation, nearly half of the respondents (47%) reported that Malaysia was also perceived as a caring and compassionate society. Some key informants raised that the Rohingyas in Bangladesh had heard rumors about
